
Minutes of the Watton at Stone Allotment and Garden Association 

AGM 

18th May 2016 

 

Minutes: 

1            Chairman’s report:  

John Love started the meeting by welcoming everyone for attending. He thanked and introduced 

Mike Smith, chairman of the Parish Council, and Christine Dinnin, the council representative with 

responsibility for the allotments, for taking time to attend the meeting.  

John explained that it was necessary to hold formal AGMs with the aim of encouraging other 

allotment holders to join the committee and in order for the Association to be able to apply for any 

grants that may be available and to allow discussions with the Parish Council on allotment matters.  

 

John said that overall it had been a good year for getting to know plot holders. The Association again 

ran the plant stall at last year’s Church Fete raising £450, with all proceeds going to the Church. The 

annual Vegetable and Flower show,held on 6th September had a good response with a record 

number of entries. This year’s show will be held on Sunday 11th September, again in the War 

Memorial Hall. 

One water supply tank has been installed at the site’s furthest stand pipe to help alleviate low water 

pressure when hoses are connected to either of the stand pipes. No plans are currently in place to 

install tanks at either of the other stand pipes. Water is available on site from March to the end of 

October. 

Thanks were given to Mike Smith for clearing of church end corner of the site but rabbits are still a 

problem on the site, now mainly confined to the area at the Glebe Court end. Rabbiting continued 

on site with 19 rabbits being killed. 

John reminded plot holders whose plots back onto the perimeter rabbit proof fencing if they could 

keep it clear. The Parish Council purchased 100 metal supports and a committee working party had 

now installed them and applied weed killer. 

The rat problem of 2 years ago seems to have been alleviated since the installation of bait boxes 

around the site.     

 

2 Treasurer’s Report: 

The bank balance had increased by £60 since the last published accounts this was largely due to a 

small surplus for the Annual show and seed sales. Overall the Associations accounts were in good 

shape. 

 

3 Election of Officers 

The following officers were elected: 

 

 Chairman: John Love       Proposed by Bob Thornton. Seconded by Roger Green 

Secretary: No nominations         Philip Moore offered to act as Secretary. Seconded by John Love  

Treasurer: No Nominations     David Wilkinson offered to act as Treasurer. Seconded by Philip 

Moore 

  (All 3 nominations were confirmed by a show of hands from the floor) 

 



4 Election of Committee 

As there were no objections, the following people were elected to the committee:-               

Andrew May, Roger Green, Joan Love, Annabel Kirk & Helene Iley. 

 

5  AOB 

If anyone could help with the Plant Stall at the Church Village Fete held on Bank holiday Monday at 

the end of May which is run by the Association it would be much appreciated. Any produce or plants 

donations would be most welcome. A reminder that the Annual Show is on Sunday 11th September 

in the Memorial Hall. 

 

The Chairman thanked everybody present for giving up their time and to show support for the Association.  

 

 

At the conclusion of the AGM, a presentation of the Parish Councils future plans of the Allotment Site was 

given by Mike Smith, Chairman of the Council. 

Mike informed the meeting that the EU were considering placing a ban on the chemical glyphosate which is 

a common ingredient of weed killers such as Roundup and is a popular weed killer used by many gardeners. 

So be prepared to see these products disappear from the shelves. 

Regarding the Allotment Site he said that the Parish Council leased the site from the Church Diocese Board. 

The lease states that the ground should be used for leisure purposes. No decision has been made regarding 

the cleared part of the site despite many rumours to the contrary but he could confirm that it would not be 

used for additional allotments.  

He stated that a committee had been formed to put forward a Neighbourhood Plan that was looking at all 

aspects of the village and would include the allotment site but that the plan would take 2/3 years to 

complete. 

Mike confirmed that no dip tanks or additional water storage tanks were planned for the site. He stressed 

that if hoses are to be used by allotment holders on the site that they should be attended at all times.  

A general discussion and question & answer then took place with various comments and questions from the 

floor:-  

Q. Where can compost be purchased from?  

A. East Herts/North Herts & Stevenage councils provide a Compost Soil Conditioner @ £20 per cubic meter 

and refills for £15. 

 

Q. Could a skip be provided in order to dispose of site rubbish?  

A. Difficulty in getting skip lorry on to site due to narrow entrance. The PC would not cover the cost. It would 

be up to the Association if deemed appropriate. 

 

The Chairman reminded people that the Stevenage Allotment Association has a site shop that is open on 

Saturday and Sunday and is available to Watton allotment holders (details to be circulated via email). 

Q. Can small plot sizes be rented? 

A. Christine Dinnin said plots could be increased or decreased in size if required.   

 

The meeting closed at 9 pm 


